Rabbit Husbandry

Diet :

· Pellets must be timothy hay based and must contain a minimum of 17% crude fiber.  Rabbits should be offered a rationed amount of pellets daily.

· Daily pellet feeding guide : 

2 – 4 lbs……1/8 cup

5 – 7 lbs……1/4 cup

8 – 10 lbs…..1/2 cup

11 – 15 lbs…3/4 cup

· Timothy hay should be offered free choice which means your rabbit should have hay in the cage at all times.  Please freshen hay at least daily.  Alfalfa hay should only be given as a treat – you may give 1 tbsp 2 to 3 times a week.

· You may offer greens, but this is not required for a healthy and balanced diet.  You may offer ¼ cup fresh greens daily, but introducing greens should be done gradually.  The best greens to eat are romaine, red leaf lettuce, green leaf lettuce, escarole, broccoli tops, endive and carrots.  Do not ever offer mustard greens, kale, collard greens, or turnip greens because they may help to cause bladder stone formation.

· Offer plenty of fresh water daily in either a rabbit water bottle or a spill-proof bowl.  Never use plastic for anything – they will chew it and it can get lodged in their intestinal tract.

Housing :

· The cage size should be a minimum of 3’ by 4’ for small breeds and 4’ by 5’ for large breeds.

· Cage bottom should be solid plexi-glass, hard plastic, stainless steel, or fine wire mesh.  If cage has a wire mesh bottom, please cover half of it with plexi-glass to prevent pressure sores on the feet.

· Un-neutered and un-spayed rabbits are better housed separately to prevent injury while unsupervised, but Dr Holland recommends neutering and spaying every rabbit.  Please call if you have any questions or to schedule an appointment for this procedure.

· Use a newspaper product or paper towels to line the cage bottom – making sure there are no colors or dyes (i.e. comics)

· Rabbits like to be kept cool – their cages should be kept in a cooler area of the house.  They prefer temperatures in the low to mid 70’s

· Outdoor rabbits are prone to heat stroke so you should always provide shade and bring inside when temperatures are above 85°

Litterbox training :

· A litterbox should be offered inside as well as outside the cage during playtime

· Use shredded newspaper or unscented paper towels as the litter in the box – never use clay cat litter, clumping cat litter, or cedar shavings as litter because they will irritate their eyes and respiratory system.

· Place the box in the rabbit’s favorite spot for elimination or place a few fecal pellets in the box to encourage use.

Playtime :

· Rabbits should be allowed supervised playtime daily if possible (out of cage) to exercise and interact as a family member.

· When rabbits are out for playtime they sometimes insist on chewing carpets, baseboards, furniture (especially antiques), and electrical wires (especially phone lines).  To stop this behavior and keep them entertained offer untreated rice/grass mats and baskets, empty paper towel or toilet paper rolls, or untreated wood cut into 3 inch blocks (no splinters please ()

If you have any other questions or concerns about your rabbit please call us or make an appointment by calling 770-432-7155.

